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Government derails Forest Lake station campaign

Plans off track
closeup
train trials

■ State Government slams a
call to build a train station in
Forest Lake.
■ Rail Back on Track group
says the station would serve a
growing community.
■ Brisbane City Councillor Les
Bryant backs the construction
of a station at Richlands.

By ALANA SCOTT

JC122905

Commuter fight . . . Rail Back on Track spokesman Robert Dow wants a train station at Forest Lake. Picture: Jim Campey

QUEENSLAND Transport
has slammed calls by the
southwest’s Rail Back on
Track group for the immedi-
ate construction of a train
station at Forest Lake.

A Queensland Transport
spokesman said initial plan-
ning by the Horizon Al-
liance was continuing for
the new Darra to Spring-
field rail corridor.

‘‘In the ’07/08 budget, the
Queensland Government
provided $77 million to com-
plete the design and target
cost estimate and build
early works,’’ he said.

‘‘Initial project proposals
i n c l u d e t w o n e w Q R
Citytrain stations, one at
Springfield and the other at
R i c h l a n d s . P o t e n t i a l
stations have been ident-
ified for Ellen Grove and
Springfield Lakes.’’

Rail Back on Track admin-
istrator Robert Dow said the
state’s highest transport
authority was in denial over
how to deliver public trans-
port services to these rap-
idly growing suburbs.

‘‘Queensland Transport

claimed that the decision to
delay the construction of
stations at Ellen Grove and
Springfield Lakes was based
on current and projected
population figures, as well

as likely travel patterns, ‘‘
Mr Dow said.

‘‘QT’s position not to im-
mediately build these
stations has been shown to
be flawed.

‘‘Rail is the real public
transport solution for For-
est Lake.’’

Brisbane City Councillor
Les Bryant (Richlands) said
he had received very few

calls from the local com-
munity to build a train
station at Forest Lake.

‘‘(The government) has
made a decision that at this
time they want to establish

a station at Richlands,’’ Cr
Bryant said.

‘‘There might be call for
one at Ellen Grove in about
five years. It would have to
be viable and accessible.’’
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